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I. Executive Summary.

Applicant California Department ofFish and Game (DFG)
Region 4
1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, California 93710

Project Description and Primary_ Biological/Ecological Ob_iectives
This would be a land purchase to consolidate habitat protection along the south bank of
the Tuolurrme River between La Grange Dam and Basso Bridge. This area contains
primarily seasonal wetland and aquatic habitat and instream aquatic habitat as well as
some shaded riverine aquatic habitat. The purposes of this purchase are to help protect
spawning riffles in the area, enhance riparian habitats and provide protection to some
riparian species.

Approach/Tasks/Schedules
This will be a purchase of property. Habitat restoration activities that may occur on the
property would be actions taken through participation with the Wildlife Conservation
Board (WCB), Stanislaus County or the Tuolumne River Technical Advisory Committee
(TRTAC) and are not planned as part of this project. Purchase should be completed by
December 1998 and a management plan completed during 1999.

Justification for Pro_iect and Funding by CALFED
This purchase would allow other potential CALFED-FUNDED ecosystem restoration
projects in this area to reach more of their full potential. This will also help to protect
several habitat types. Both seasonal wetland and aquatic habitats as well as some shaded
riverine aquatic habitat occur on these properties. This would occur in part because it will
allow more control on some activities (e.g., cattle grazing) in the area since the south
bank would be entirely in public ownership.

Budget Costs and Third Party. Impacts
A budget of $172,500 is needed to carry out the purchase ~vhich would be performed by
the WCB. There will be some improvements in accessibility to the public. It will also
enhance ecosystem restoration actions by other parties, planned for this area and is
supported by these groups.
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Applicants Oualification.~
The DFG manages 821,017 acres of land. The DFG Region 4’s anadromous fisheries
staff has work closely with the various other state, federal and private personnel, to
construct chinook salmon spawning, rearing and predator pond isolation projects in the
San Joaquin River basin over the past 10 years. The DFG has the clerical, fiscal and
contractual personnel necessary to support the biological and technical experts
administering this project.

Monitoring and Data Evaluation
This project will not require these activities as it will simply be a land purchase with no
further restoration proposed at this time. A management plan will be developed for the
area as is required for all DFG properties.

Local Support/Coordination w/other Pro_iects/Compatibili _ty with CALFED Objectives
There is local support for the purchase from angling groups and agencies. Stanislaus
County has indicated support for the purchase. The project will fulfill the objectives of
the CALFED program by improving and increasing the aquatic and terrestrial habitats in
the San Joaquin Valley. This acquisition is part of a larger ecosystem restoration plan by
the DFG and other interested parties on the Tuolumne River. As such, it is an integral
part of such restoration plans.
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Basso Bridge Ecological Reserve Land Acquisition
Tuolumne County - 42 Acres

A_p.p_lj.ca~ California Department ofFish and Game (DFG)
Region 4 - Tuolumne River Restoration Center
P.O. Box 10
La Grange, California 95329
Telephone (209) 853-2533
Fax (209) 853-9017

T~e~lJza~IJ~IPublic Agency

Contac~ Person Mr. Tim Heyne

RFP Pro_iect Type Land Acquisition
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III. Project Description

Pro_iect Description and Apprpach
Three parcels are recommended for acquisition in this document. These three parcels,
which total 41.6 acres, are the only remaining private parcels on the southeast side of the
Tuolumne River between the La Grange Road Bridge and the Basso Bridge, a distance of
approximately 1,5 miles (Attachment 1). The property contains some fine valley oaks, in
addition to the seasonal wetland and aquatic habitat, and shaded riverine aquatic habitats.
Ecological Reserve status for this acquisition is recommended as it will become a
"bridge" to secure important riparian and salmon spawning habitats on public property
owned by Stanislaus County, both up and downstream of these parcels. These parcels
would be purchased through the WCB using the DFG land acquisition process.

Geo~aphical Location and Description
Stanislaus County Assessor’s Parcel Numbers:

8-16-16 26.0 acres T.3S R.13E Sec. 24
8-16-15 6.4 acres T.3S R.13E Sec. 24
8-16-10 9.2 acres T.3S R.14E Sec. 19

These parcels are located in eastern Stanislaus County starting approximately 1 mile west
of the town of La Grange adjacent to the old historic roadside cemetery. They extend
between State Highway 132 and the Tuolumne River downstream to the Section line
between Sections 24 and 25 (see Attachment 1). This location is approximately ½ mile
upstream from the old Basso Bridge. Since the parcels 8-16-15 and 8-16-16 abut
Highway 132, access is direct from the Highway. Access to parcel 8-16-10 is either
through 8-16-15 from the west or through Stanislaus County property to the east. The
County-owned parcel to the west, while not formally named, as is the Joe Domecq
Wilderness area to the south, is commonly referred to as the Basso Bridge area. The old
and new Basso bridges are located within ½ mile downstream of the property. For these
reasons it is suggested the area be named the Basso Bridge Ecological Reserve,

The property contains some fine valley oaks, in addition to the instream aquatic, seasonal
wetland and aquatic, and shaded riverine aquatic habitats. Historical use of at least
portions of the property was for gold mining by floating dredge. Besides natural habitat
values, cattle grazing is the only other use that has been made of the property in recent
years. Improvements on the property have been limited to fencing for cattle containment
purposes. Elevations range from 200 to approximately 180 feet above sea level with
topography typical of the Tuolumne River flood plain terrace. During 1995 and 1996,
much of the property was flooded by the river when releases from New Don Pedro Dam
were in the 10,000+ and 50,000+ cfs ranges, respectively.
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The parcels are the critical "missing links" between 350+ acres of County- owned land to
the west and 185+ acres of County-owned land to the east. A direct consideration for
purchase of these parcels is protection and enhancement of the riparian corridor, which
would result from this acquisition. Cattle grazing along this riparian corridor limits
maximum expansion of the corridor and would be a desirable practice to manage. The
river portion of this property is prime fall-run chinook salmon spawning habitat and is
within the "designated salmon spawning area" deemed in Fish and Game Code Section
1505. In 1994, the DFG, in conjunction with Department of Water Resources,
reconstructed a salmon spawning riffle adjacent to this acquisition. The parcels abut the
Tuolumne River and State Highway 132 and would provide continuous public access of
the river and public riparian lands for 1.5 miles below the historic town of La Grange.

Back~ound and Biological/Technical Justification
Increased water usage, linked to population growth, agricultural production and gravel
mining have caused severe losses to the riparian habitat of the San Joaquin Valley. San
Joaquin Basin chinook salmon populations have also declined to seriously low levels in
recent years. Legislation has been passed that mandates restoration of anadromous fish
populations in the Central Valley, including the San Joaquin River basin. Most of the
work necessary to restore these populations has centered around salmon spawning and
rearing habitat restoration.

The purpose of this acquisition is twofold. First is to acquire and protect instream
aquatic, seasonal wetland and aquatic, and shaded riverine aquatic habitats along an
important salmon spawning reach of the Tuolumne River. Secondly, this acquisition
secures "inholdings" and places 1.5 miles of riparian habitat and associated salmon
spawning area into public ownership along this stretch of the Tuolumne River. The
acquisition would augment the value of the Tuolumne River Restoration Center, a DFG
research and restoration facility that is located nearby.

Proposed Scope of Work
The proposal to purchase the property will be submitted through DFG’s land acquisition
process. Simultaneously, the land owners will be contacted to indicate that funding will
be available and initiate negotiations. DFG, assisted by the Wildlife Conservation Board
(WCB), would address any issues that might prevent DFG from achieving the objectives
of this land acquisition. Once a purchase price is finalized and the funding is available
then the WCB would complete the purchase. Full fee acquisition is recommended for
these parcels.

Monitoring and Evaluation
This project will not require these activities as it will simply be a land purchase with no
further restoration activities proposed at this time. A management plan will be developed
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for the area as is required for all DFG properties. This management plan will need to be
coordinated with Stanislaus County.

Implementabili _ty
Property owners as per Stanislaus County Assessor’s records are as follows:

APN 008-16-10 Ingalls Hollis
P.O. Box 65
La Grange, California 95329

APN 008-16-15 Ingalls Hollis
P.O. Box 65
La Grange, California 95329

APN 008-16-16 Brent Vauglm Et A1
6036 Smith Road
Oakdale, California 95361-9782

According to Stephanie Larsen, Park Planner for Stanislaus County, both owners have
indicated to her that they would be willing sellers. Actual sales price is unknown, but
Stephanie Larsen believes that aII three parcels could be purchased for less than
$100,000.

Encumbrances: The most recent deeds recorded in Stanislaus County were checked and
no mention was made of any mineral or water rights, access or easements. There appear
to be many records extending back into the 1800’s which are recorded regarding these
parcels and which may or may not refer to these rights.

There would be essentially no operations and maintenance expenses of any consequence
associated with this purchase although the management plan will need to be coordinated
with the counU.

Public Use - Public access is available directly from the highway and from adjacent
County Park property. No development is necessary or desired at this time.

Personnel requirements would be minimal as the area would be patrolled by Stanislaus
County Department of Parks and Recreation (SCDPR) personnel on a regular basis.
Since the parcels are adjacent to Highway 132, inspection would be made any time any
Department personnel transit the area, which is quite frequently.
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Basso Bridge Ecological Reserve Land Acquisition
Tuolumne County - 42 Acres

IV. Cost and Schedule to Implement Proposed Proje¢~;

Budget Costs

Direct Direct Admln/ Service Acquisition Misc. TOTAL
Labor Salary Indirect Costs Contract
Hours Benefits @ 23%

Purchase 160 $5,350.00 $32,500.00 $30,000.00 $100,000.00 $162,500.00

AFB WCB

SUBTOTAL $162,500.00

Contingency $10,000.00 $10,000.00

TOTAL $172,500.00

AFB - Associate Fishery Biologist - this cost is not included in cost of the project as it will be a DFG match.
WCB - Wildlife Conservation Board

Scheduling Milestones and Incremental Funding
These purchases should be completed by the end of 1998. A management plan will be
produced for the area by the end of 1999. The management plan is not however, a
deliverable with this contract. It is required for any lands the DFG purchases.

Third Party_ Impacts
There is no known opposition to this purchase. Support exists from the SCDPR, the
Stanislaus County Fish and Wildlife Committee, local environmental groups and the
TRTAC. Support for the Tuolumne River Restoration Center land acquisition by local
communities and agencies was good and should bolster advocacy for this acquisition.

V. Applicants Qualifications

The DFG manages 821,017 acres of land, including 103 wildlife areas, 99 ecological
reserves and 166 public access sites. Many wildlife areas and reserves protect species at
risk. During the 1995-96 the WCB, the real estate ann of the DFG, authorized $14.8
million for land acquisition and $3.5 million for development and restoration projects.
The DFG’s Environmental Services staffreviews a variety of environmental documents
for land and water projects that may affect fish and wildlife, and during" 1995-96
processed about 13,000 of these documents and projects. Biologists and botanists
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conduct hundreds of studies, surveys, censuses, and other sampling programs annually to
assess the state’s fish, wildlife and habitat resources.

DFG’s Region 4 anadromous fishery staff administered 1.5 million dollars in the 1995-96
fiscal year. Region 4 staff has been named contract managers for several restorations,
revegetation, fish screening and fish research projects. The staffhas work closely with
the various other state, federal and private personnel, to construct chinook salmon
spawning, rearing and predator pond isolation project in the San Joaquin River basin.

The DFG has the clerical, fiscal and contractual personnel necessary to support the
biological and technical experts administering this project.

The DFG Region 4 staff assigned to implement the Basso Bridge Ecological Reserve
Land Acquisition are:

Mr. Bill Loudermilk, Senior Fisheries Biologist (M/F). Mr. Loudermilk
will be responsible for the overall project including supervision, budgeting
and contracting.

Mr. Tim Heyne, Associate Fisheries Biologist (M/F). Mr. Heyne will assist
in these responsibilities and specifically develop the contract with the WCB
to purchase the acquisition.

VI. Compliance with Standard Terms

The DFG is a public agency and will comply with appropriate terms and conditions
pursuant to policy, regulation and law.
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